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ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION 

The application provides airbag cushion deployment restraint systems for use in 
inflatable airbag cushions. The deployment restraint systems of the invention regulate 
deployment of an airbag cushion to provide full radial expansion of the cushion prior to 
final expansion of the cushion toward a vehicle occupant. The deployment restraint 
systems of the invention thus increase the amount of contact surface area available to a 
vehicle occupant early in deployment and decrease the force with which the cushion is 
expanded toward a vehicle occupant during a collision event, thus reducing the likelihood 
of injury to an out-of-position vehicle occupant. 
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